ﺍﳌﻨﻬﺞ ﻭ ﻟﻴﺲ ﺍﳌﻨﺘﺞ
ﻋﻧﺩﻣﺎ ﺗﺷﺎﺭﻙ ﻣﻊ ﺍﻷﻁﻔﺎﻝ ﻓﻲ ﺍﻧﺷﻁﺔ ﻓﻧﻳﺔ ﻭﺣﺭﻓﻳﺔ  -ﻓﺎﻥ ﻁﺭﻳﻘﺔ
ﺻﻧﻊ ﺍﻷﺷﻳﺎء -ﻫﻲ ﺃﻫﻡ ﺑﻛﺛﻳﺭ ﻣﻥ ﺍﻟﻣﻧﺗﺞ – ﺃﻱ ﻛﻳﻑ ﺗﻛﻭﻥ
ﺍﻟﻧﺗﺎﺋﺞ ) ﺍﻟﻁﺭﻳﻘﺔ ﺍﻭ ﺍﻟﻣﻧﻬﺞ ﺍﻟﻣﻁﺑﻕ ( ﻫﻲ ﺃﻫﻡ ﺩﺍﺋﻣﺎ" ﻣﻥ ﺍﻟﻣﻧﺗﺞ
– ﺃﻭ ﺍﻟﺷﻲء ﺍﻟﺫﻱ ﺳﺗﺣﺻﻝ ﻋﻠﻳﻪ ﻓﻲ ﺍﻟﻧﻬﺎﻳﺔ.
ﺍﺳﺗﻛﺷﺎﻑ ﺍﻹﻣﻛﺎﻧﻳﺎﺕ
ﺍﻥ ﺍﻟﻣﻧﻬﺞ ﻣﻬﻡ ﺧﺎﺻﺔ ﺑﺎﻟﻧﺳﺑﺔ ﻟﻸﻁﻔﺎﻝ ﺍﻟ ُﺩﺭﺝ ﻭﺍﻟﺻﻐﺎﺭ ﺍﻟﺫﻳﻥ ﻓﻲ
ﻋﻣﺭ ﻣﺎ ﻗﺑﻝ ﺍﻟﺩﺧﻭﻝ ﺇﻟﻰ ﺍﻟﻣﺩﺭﺳﺔ ﻭﺍﻟﺫﻳﻥ ﻗﺩ ﺑﺩءﻭﺍ ﻟﺗﻭﻫﻡ
ﺍﺳﺗﻛﺷﺎﻑ ﺍﻟﻌﺎﻟﻡ ﺍﻟﻣﺣﻳﻁ ﺑﻬﻡ.ﻓﺎﻣﺎﻣﻬﻡ ﺍﻟﻛﺛﻳﺭ ﻟﻳﺗﻌﻠﻣﻭﻩ ﻋﻥ ﺍﺣﺳﺎﺱ
ﺍﻟﺗﻠﻭﻳﻥ ﺑﺎﻷﺻﺑﻊ ﺍﻟﺫﻱ ﻳﻌﻠﻕ ﺑﻳﻥ ﺃﺻﺎﺑﻌﻬﻡ ،ﻭﺍﻟﻁﺭﻳﻘﺔ ﺍﻟﺗﻲ ﻳﻣﻛﻥ
ﺑﺳﻁ ﺍﻟﺗﻠﻭﻳﻥ ﻓﻳﻬﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺍﻟﻭﺭﻕ ،ﻭﺍﻟﻁﺭﻳﻘﺔ ﺍﻟﺗﻲ ﺗﺗﻣﺎﺯﺝ ﺑﻬﺎ
ﺍﻷﻟﻭﺍﻥ ﻣﻊ ﺑﻌﺿﻬﺎ .ﻟﻳﺱ ﻣﻥ ﺍﻟﻣﻬﻡ ﺇﻁﻼﻗﺎ ً ﺃﻥ ﺗﻛﻭﻥ ﺭﺳﻭﻣﻬﻡ
"ﺟﻣﻳﻠﺔ" ،ﺇﺫ ﻳﻣﻛﻥ ﺃﻥ ﺗﻧﺗﻬﻲ ﻣﺣﺎﻭﻻﺗﻬﻡ ﺍﻷﻭﻟﻰ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺯﻳﺞ ﺍﻻﻟﻭﺍﻥ
ﻣﻊ ﺑﻌﺽ ﻭﺍﻟﻧﺗﻳﺟﺔ ﻫﻭ ﺍﻟﻠﻭﻥ ﺍﻟﺑﻧﻲ ﺍﻟﺩﺍﻛﻥ ﻣﻥ ﺑﻳﻥ ﻛﻝ ﺍﻷﻟﻭﺍﻥ
ﺍﻟﻣﺗﺎﺣﺔ ،ﻭﻫﺫﺍ ﺃﻣﺭﻻ ﺑﺄﺱ ﺑﻪ ،ﺇﺫ ﺳﻳﻛﺗﺷﻑ ﺍﻷﻁﻔﺎﻝ ﺍﻟﻛﺛﻳﺭ ﻋﻥ
ﺍﻷﻟﻭﺍﻥ ﻭﺍﻟﺗﺭﺍﻛﻳﺏ.
ﺍﻛﺗﺷﺎﻑ ﺍﻟﺣﻠﻭﻝ
ﻋﻧﺩﻣﺎ ﺗﻔﻛﺭ ﺃﻛﺛﺭ ﻓﻲ ﺍﻟﻣﻧﻬﺞ ﺑﺩﻻً ﻣﻥ ﻣﻧﺗﺞ ﺍﻻﻧﺷﻁﺔ ﺍﻟﻔﻧﻳﺔ ﻭ
ﺍﻟﺣﺭﻑ ﺍﻟﻳﺩﻭﻳﺔ،ﻓﺎﻧﻙ ﺳﺗﺷﺟﻊ ﺃﻁﻔﺎﻟﻙ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺗﺟﺭﺑﺔ ﻣﻭﺍﺩ ﺟﺩﻳﺩﺓ.
ﻓﺎﻧﺕ ﺗﺭﻳﺩ ﻣﻧﻬﻡ ﺃﻥ ﻳﻛﺗﺷﻔﻭﺍ ﻁﺭﻗﺎ ً ﻣﺧﺗﻠﻔﺔ ﻟﻭﺿﻊ ﺍﻷﻟﻭﺍﻥ ﻋﻠﻰ
ﺍﻟﻭﺭﻕ ،ﻛﻳﻑ ﻳﻣﻛﻥ ﺟﻌﻝ ﺍﻟﺗﺭﺍﻛﻳﺏ ﺍﻟﻣﺧﺗﻠﻔﺔ ﺗﻠﺗﺻﻕ ﺑﺑﻌﺿﻬﺎ
ﺍﻟﺑﻌﺽ ،ﻣﺎﺫﺍ ﻳﺣﺩﺙ ﻋﻧﺩﻣﺎ ﺗﺣﺎﻭﻝ ﺑﻧﺎء ﺟﺳﺭﻣﺳﺗﻌﻣﻼ ﻛﺭﺗﻭﻥ
ﺍﻟﺑﻳﺽ .ﻭﺑﻳﻧﻣﺎ ﻫﻡ ﻣﺷﻐﻭﻟﻳﻥ ﺑﺫﻟﻙ  ،ﻓﺎﻧﻬﻡ ﺳﻳﺣﺻﻠﻭﻥ ﻋﻠﻰ
ﻓﺭﺻﺔ ﻟﺗﻁﻭﻳﺭﻣﻬﺎﺭﺍﺗﻬﻡ ﻓﻲ ﺣﻝ ﻣﺷﻛﻼﺗﻬﻡ .ﺩﻋﻬﻡ ﻳﺟﺭﺑﻭﻥ
ﺍﻷﺷﻳﺎء ﻋﻠﻰ ﻁﺭﻳﻘﺗﻬﻡ ﺍﻟﺧﺎﺻﺔ ،ﺣﺗﻰ ﻭﻟﻭ ﻟﻡ ﺗﻛﻥ ﺍﻟﻧﺗﻳﺟﺔ ﻛﻣﺎ
ﺗﺭﻳﺩﻫﺎ .ﻟﻳﺱ ﻛﻝ ﻣﺎ ﻳﺻﻧﻌﻪ ﺍﻷﻁﻔﺎﻝ ﻳﺟﺏ ﺃﻥ ﻳﻌﻠّﻕ ﻟﻠﻌﺭﺽ ﻋﻠﻰ
ﺑﺎﺏ ﺍﻟﺑﺭﺍﺩ )ﺍﻟﺛﻼﺟﺔ( !
ﺇﺗﺑﺎﻉ ﻧﻣﻭﺫﺝ
ﻣﻥ ﺟﻬﺔ ﺃﺧﺭﻯ ،ﻗﺩ ﺗﻘﺭﺭ ﻓﻲ ﺑﻌﺽ ﺍﻷﺣﻳﺎﻥ ﺍﻟﺗﺭﻛﻳﺯ ﺃﻛﺛﺭ ﻋﻠﻰ
ﺻﻧﻊ ﺣﺭﻓﺔ ﻳﺩﻭﻳﺔ ﺗﺑﺩﻭ ﻣﺷﺎﺑﻬﺔ ﻟﻣﻧﺗﺞ ﻣﺻﻧﻭﻉ .ﺇﻥ ﻧﺳﺦ ﻣﻧﺗﺞ
ﻣﻌﻳﻥ ﻫﻭ ﻣﻬﺎﺭﺓ ﻣﺧﺗﻠﻔﺔ ﺗﻣﺎﻣﺎ ً ﻋﻥ ﺍﻹﺑﺩﺍﻉ ﺑﻭﺍﺳﻁﺔ ﺍﻟﻣﺧﻳﻠﺔ .ﻗﺩ
ﻳﻛﻭﻥ ﺍﻷﻁﻔﺎﻝ ﺍﻷﻛﺑﺭ ﺳﻧﺎ ً ﻣﺳﺗﻌﺩﻳﻥ ﻹﺗﺑﺎﻉ ﻣﺛﺎﻝ ﻋﻧﺩﻣﺎ ﻳﺗﻌﻠﻣﻭﻥ
ﻛﻳﻔﻳﺔ ﺻﻧﻊ ﺍﻟﻣﻭﺍﺩ ﻭﺍﻷﺩﻭﺍﺕ .ﻛﻣﺎ ﻗﺩ ﻳﺳﺗﻣﺗﻌﻭﻥ ﺑﺎﻟﺗﺣﺩﻱ ﻟﺫﺍ
ﻳﻧﺑﻐﻲ ﺩﺍﺋﻣﺎ ﺃﻥ ﻳﻛﻭﻥ ﻫﻧﺎﻙ ﻣﺟﺎﻝ ﻟﻼﺑﺩﺍﻉ ﺍﻟﻔﺭﺩﻱ .
ﺍﻟﻠﻌﺏ ﻣﻊ ﺍﻟﻣﻭﺍﺩ
ﺣﺗﻰ ﺑﻌﺩ ﺳﻥ ﺍﻻﺳﺗﻛﺷﺎﻑ ﺍﻷﻭﻝ ،ﻳﺣﺗﺎﺝ ﺍﻷﻁﻔﺎﻝ ﺍﻟﻰ ﻓﺭﺹ ﻟﻛﻲ
ﻳﺳﺗﻣﺗﻌﻭﺍ ﺑﺎﻟﻌﻣﻠﻳﺔ ﺑﺑﺳﺎﻁﺔ ﺑﺩﻭﻥ ﺍﻟﺷﻌﻭﺭ ﺑﺎﻟﻘﻠﻕ ﺑﺎﻟﻧﺳﺑﺔ ﺇﺫﺍ ﻣﺎ
ﻛﺎﻥ ﺍﻟﻣﻧﺗﺞ "ﺟﻣﻳﻼً" ﺃﻭ "ﺟﻳﺩﺍً" .ﻋﻧﺩ ﺇﺯﺍﻟﺔ ﻫﺫﺍ ﺍﻟﺿﻐﻁ  ،ﻳﺳﺗﻁﻳﻊ
ﺍﻷﻁﻔﺎﻝ ﺍﻷﻛﺑﺭ ﺳﻧﺎ ً )ﻭﺣﺗﻰ ﺍﻟﻛﺑﺎﺭ( ﺍﻻﺳﺗﻣﺗﺎﻉ ﺑﺎﻟﻠﻬﻭ ﺑﺎﻟﻣﻭﺍﺩ
ّ
ﻭﺍﺳﺗﻛﺷﺎﻑ ﺗﺄﺛﻳﺭﺍﺕ ﺟﺩﻳﺩﺓ .ﻭﻋﻧﺩﻣﺎ ﺗﺧﻁﻁ ﻟﺗﺟﺎﺭﺏ ﻓﻧﻳﺔ  ،ﺗﺫﻛﺭ
ﺍﻟﻣﺣﺎﻓﻅﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺍﻟﺗﻭﺍﺯﻥ ﺑﻳﻥ ﻫﺩﻑ ﺍﻟﺣﺻﻭﻝ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺍﻟﻣﻧﺗﺞ ،ﺍﻭ
ﺍﻟﺳﻣﺎﺡ ﻟﻼﻧﺗﺎﺝ ﻟﻳﻧﺗﺷﺭ ﺑﺳﻬﻭﻟﺔ.

ﺃﺩﻭﺍﺕ ﺍﻟﺣﺭﻑ ﺍﻟﻳﺩﻭﻳﺔ ﺍﻷﺳﺎﺳﻳﺔ
ﻓﻳﻣﺎ ﻳﻠﻲ ﺑﻌﺽ ﺃﺩﻭﺍﺕ ﺍﻟﺣﺭﻑ ﺍﻟﻳﺩﻭﻳﺔ ﺍﻷﺳﺎﺳﻳﺔ ﺍﻟﺗﻲ ﺳﺗﺷﺟﻊ
ﺍﻷﻁﻔﺎﻝ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺍﻟﺗﻌﺑﻳﺭ ﻋﻥ ﺃﻧﻔﺳﻬﻡ ﺑﻭﺍﺳﻁﺔ ﺍﻟﻔﻧﻭﻥ ﻭﺍﻟﺣﺭﻑ
ﺍﻟﻳﺩﻭﻳﺔ :
ﻣﻘﺹ ﺁﻣﻥ ﻻﺳﺗﻌﻣﺎﻝ ﺍﻷﻁﻔﺎﻝ
ﺃﻧﺎﺑﻳﺏ ﺻﻣﻎ ،ﺻﻣﻎ ﺃﺑﻳﺽ ﺃﻭ ﻣﻌﺟﻭﻥ
ﺃﻗﻼﻡ ﺗﻠﻭﻳﻥ ﻛﺑﻳﺭﺓ ﻭﻋﺎﺩﻳﺔ ﺍﻟﺣﺟﻡ )ﻗﺎﺑﻠﺔ ﻟﻠﻣﺳﺢ(
ﺃﻗﻼﻡ ﻭﺍﺳﻣﺔ ﻟﻠﻌﻼﻣﺎﺕ ،ﺑﻌﺿﻬﺎ ﺫﺍﺕ ﺭﺅﻭﺱ ﻣﺧﺗﻠﻔﺔ )ﻗﺎﺑﻠﺔ
ﻟﻠﻣﺳﺢ(
ﺃﻟﻭﺍﻥ ﺃﻗﻼﻡ ﻟﻠﺗﻠﻭﻳﻥ  ،ﻁﺑﺎﺷﻳﺭ
ﺻﺑﻎ ﻭﻓﺭﺍﺷﻲ ﺻﺑﻎ
ﺍﻭﺭﺍﻕ ﺍﻟﺟﺩﺭﺍﻥ ،ﻭﺭﻕ ﺻﺣﻑ ،ﻗﺻﺎﺻﺎﺕ
ﻋﻳﺩﺍﻥ ﺑﻭﻅﺔ
ﻗﺻﺎﺻﺎﺕ ﺻﻭﻑ ﻭﻗﻣﺎﺵ
ﻋﻠﺏ ﻓﺎﺭﻏﺔ  ،ﻛﺭﺗﻭﻥ ﻭ ﻋﻠﺏ ﺣﻠﻳﺏ ﻭﺑﻳﺽ ،ﻟﻔﺎﻓﺎﺕ ﺭﻭﻕ ﺣﻣﺎﻡ
ﻗﺻﺎﺻﺎﺕ ﻭﺭﻕ  ،ﺍﻟﺗﻐﻠﻳﻑ  ،ﺷﺭﺍﺋﻁ
ﻛﺗﺎﻟﻭﺟﺎﺕ ﻗﺩﻳﻣﺔ ،ﻣﺟﻼﺕ ،ﺑﻁﺎﻗﺎﺕ ﻣﻌﺎﻳﺩﺓ
ﺍﻟﻠﻭﺣﺔ ﺗﺗﺟﺎﻭﺯ ﺍﻟﻔﺭﺍﺷﻲ
ﻛﻝ ﺷﻳﺊ ﻳﻣﻛﻥ ﺍﻥ ﻳﺗﻐﻳﺭ ﺍﻟﻰ ﺃﺩﺍﺓ ﺍﺑﺩﺍﻋﻳﺔ ﻭ ﻣﺛﻳﺭﺓ ﻟﻼﻫﺗﻣﺎﻡ
ﻟﺭﺳﻣﻪ  .ﺩﻉ ﺧﻳﺎﻟﻙ ﻳﺣﻠﻕ ﺑﻌﻳﺩﺍ".
ﺍﻟﻔﺭﺍﺷﻲ )ﺍﻟﻔﺭﺍﺷﻲ ﺍﻟﺻﻐﻳﺭﺓ ،ﻓﺭﺍﺷﻲ ﺍﻟﺻﺑﻎ ﺍﻟﻘﺩﻳﻣﺔ ،ﺇﻟﺦ(
ﺑﻛﺭﺍﺕ ﺍﻟﺻﺑﻎ ﺍﻟﻛﺑﻳﺭﺓ )ﺃﻟﺻﻘﻬﻡ ﺑﻌﺻﺎ ﻣﻛﻧﺳﺔ ﻗﺩﻳﻣﺔ ﻭﺳﻳﺳﺗﻁﻳﻊ
ﺍﻷﻁﻔﺎﻝ ﺍﻟﺗﻠﻭﻳﻥ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺍﻟﺭﺻﻳﻑ(
ﺃﺻﺎﺑﻊ ﺍﻟﻳﺩﻳﻥ ﻭﺍﻟﻘﺩﻳﻣﻳﻥ
ﺍﻹﺳﻔﻧﺞ ،ﻋﻳﺩﺍﻥ ﺗﻧﻅﻳﻑ ﺍﻷﺫﻧﻳﻥ ،ﺍﻧﺑﻭﺑﺔ ﻗﻁﺭﺍﺕ ﺍﻟﻌﻳﻭﻥ
ﻗﻧﺎﻧﻲ ﺍﻟﺿﻐﻁ ﻭﺍﻟﺭﺵ
ﻗﺎﻁﻌﺎﺕ ﺍﻟﺑﺳﻛﻭﻳﺕ ،ﺍﻟﺣﻳﻭﺍﻧﺎﺕ ﺍﻟﺩﻣﻰ )ﻗﻡ ﺑﺎﻟﻁﺑﺎﻋﺔ ﺑﻭﺍﺳﻁﺗﻬﻡ(
ﺃﺩﻭﺍﺕ ﺍﻟﻣﻁﺑﺦ )ﺗﺻﻧﻊ ﻣﻬﺭﺳﺔ ﺍﻟﺑﻁﺎﻁﺎ ﺃﺷﻛﺎﻝ ﻣﺛﻳﺭﺓ ﻟﻼﻫﺗﻣﺎﻡ(
ﺍﻟﻛﺭﺍﺕ ﺍﻟﺯﺟﺎﺟﻳﺔ ﺍﻟﺗﻲ ﻳﻠﻌﺏ ﺑﻬﺎ ﺍﻻﻁﻔﺎﻝ ) ﺍﻟﺩﻋﺑﻝ ( )ﺩﺣﺭﺟﻬﺎ
ﻓﻲ ﻋﻠﺑﺔ ﻣﺑﻁﻧﺔ ﺑﺎﻟﻭﺭﻕ(
ﻋﻳﺩﺍﻥ ﺍﻟﻣﺹ )ﺍﻧﻔﺦ ﺍﻟﺗﻠﻭﻳﻥ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺍﻟﻭﺭﻕ(
ﺳﻳﺎﺭﺍﺕ ﺍﻟﺩﻣﻰ )ﺩﺣﺭﺟﻬﺎ ﻓﻲ ﺍﻟﺗﻠﻭﻳﻥ ﻭﻣﻥ ﺛﻡ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺍﻟﻭﺭﻕ(
ﺃﻏﺻﺎﻥ ﺷﺟﺭ ﺍﻟﺻﻧﻭﺑﺭ
ﻗﻁﻊ ﺍﻟﺳﺟﺎﺩ ،ﺍﻟﻘﻔﺎﺯﺍﺕ ﺍﻟﺗﻲ ﻓﻘﺩﺕ ﺍﻟﻘﻔﺎﺯ ﺍﻵﺧﺭ )ﺍﻁﺑﻊ ﺑﻬﺎ(
ﻟﻔﺎﻓﺎﺕ ﻭﺭﻕ ﺍﻟﺣﻣﺎﻡ )ﺩﺣﺭﺟﻬﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺍﻟﻭﺭﻕ ،ﺃﻟﺻﻕ ﺍﻟﺧﻳﻁ ﺃﻭ
ﺍﻟﺗﺭﺍﻛﻳﺏ ﺍﻷﺧﺭﻯ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺍﻟﻠﻔﺎﻓﺎﺕ(
ﺗﻠﻭﻳﻥ ﺍﻟﻔﻘﺎﻋﺎﺕ )ﺃﺿﻑ ﺳﺎﺋﻝ ﺍﻟﻔﻘﺎﻋﺎﺕ ﺇﻟﻰ ﺍﻟﺗﻠﻭﻳﻥ ﻭﺍﻧﻔﺧﻪ ﻟﺭﺳﻡ
ﻓﻘﺎﻋﺎﺕ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺍﻟﻭﺭﻕ(
ﺧﻳﻁ  ،ﺻﻭﻑ
ﻣﻛﻌﺑﺎﺕ ﺛﻠﺟﻳﺔ )ﺍﻣﺯﺝ ﺍﻟﺗﻠﻭﻳﻥ ﻣﻊ ﺍﻟﻛﺛﻳﺭ ﻣﻥ ﺍﻟﻣﺎء ﻓﻲ ﻋﻠﺏ ﺍﻟﻠﺑﻥ
) ﺍﻟﺭﻭﺏ (  ،ﺃﺿﻑ ﺃﻋﻭﺍﺩ ﺍﻟﺑﻭﻅﺔ ﻟﺻﻧﻊ ﻣﻘﺑﺽ ،ﺛﻡ ﻗﻡ ﺑﺗﺛﻠﻳﺟﻬﺎ
ﺃﻛﻳﺎﺱ ﺣﻔﻅ ﺍﻟﺑﺻﻝ ﺍﻟﺷﺑﻛﻳﺔ )ﺃﻣﻠﺋﻬﺎ ﺑﻛﺭﺍﺕ ﺍﻟﻘﻁﻥ ﻭﺍﺭﺑﻁﻬﺎ
ﺑﻘﻭﺓ ،ﺛﻡ ﺍﺳﺗﻌﻣﻠﻬﺎ ﻟﻠﺗﻠﻭﻳﻥ(
ﺗﺄﻟﻳﻑ ﺑﻳﺗﺳﻲ ﻣﺎﻥ
ﺑﻣﺳﺎﻋﺩﺓ ﻣﻥ ﺑﺎﺭﺏ ﺳﺗﻳﻔﻧﺳﻭﻥ ،ﻣﻘﺩﻣﺔ ﺭﻋﺎﻳﺔ ﺍﻷﻁﻔﺎﻝ ﺍﻟﻣﻧﺯﻟﻳﺔ،
ﺃﻭﻧﺗﺎﺭﻳﻭ
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Process, not Product
When you do art and craft activities with children, the
process — how things happen — is often much more
important than the product — the object you end up with.

problem solving skills. Let them try things their way,
even if it doesn’t always turn out. Not everything they
make has to be put on show on the refrigerator door!

Exploring possibilities

Following a model

Process is especially important for toddlers and young
preschoolers who are just beginning to explore the world
around them. They have lots to learn about the feel of
finger paint between their fingers, the way it can be
pushed around on paper and the way the colours mix
together. It’s not at all important that their painting be
“beautiful.” Their first attempts might end up a deep
brown mixture of all the colours and that’s fine. They
discovered a lot about colours and textures.

On the other hand, sometimes you may decide to put
more emphasis on making a craft that looks like a
specific finished product. Copying a model is a very
different skill from creating from imagination. Older
children may be ready to try following an example, once
they’ve learned how materials and tools work. They
may even enjoy the challenge, although there should
always be room for individual creativity.

Discovering solutions
When you think more about process than about the product of art and craft activities, you will encourage children
to try out new materials. You want them to discover
different ways to put paint on paper, how different textures
can be made to stick to one another, what happens when
you try to build a bridge with egg cartons. While they are
doing this, children also get a chance to develop their

Playing with materials
Even after the age of first discovery, chidren still need
opportunities to just enjoy the process, without worrying
whether their product will be “pretty” or “good.’ With
that pressure removed, older children (and even adults!)
can have fun playing around with materials and discovering new effects. When you plan art experiences,
remember to keep a balance between aiming at the
product and simply letting the process unfold.

Basic Craft Supplies
Here are some basic craft supplies that will encourage children to express themselves through arts and crafts.
• child-safe scissors
• construction paper, newsprint, scrap paper
• glue sticks, white glue or paste
• popsicle sticks
• large and regular-sized crayons (washable)
• wool and fabric scraps
• markers, some with different tips (washable)
• empty boxes, milk and egg cartons, toilet paper rolls
• coloured pencils, chalk
• wrapping paper scraps, ribbon
• paint and paint brushes
• old catalogues, magazines, greeting cards

Painting beyond brushes
Just about anything can be turned into a creative and interesting tool to paint with. Let your imagination run wild.
• brushes (small brushes, tooth brushes, old paint
• carpet pieces, mittens that have lost their mate (print
brushes, etc.)
with them)
• large paint rollers (attach them to an old broom handle
• toilet paper rolls (roll on paper; glue string or other
and children can roller paint on the sidewalk)
textures to rolls)
• fingers and toes
• bubble painting (add bubble liquid to paint and blow to
• sponges, Q-tips, eye droppers
paint bubbles on paper)
• squeeze bottles and spray bottles
• string, wool
• cookie cutters, toy animals (print with them)
• ice cubes (mix paint with lots of water in yogurt con• wooden blocks (glue things on them to create different
tainers, add a popsicle stick for a handle, freeze)
textures)
• deodorant bottle (take ball out of empty deodorant
• kitchen utensils (potato mashers make interesting
bottle, fill with paint and water. Put ball back, roll paint
designs)
onto paper)
• marbles (roll them around in a box lined with paper)
• onion bags (fill with cotton balls and tie tightly, print
• straws (blow paint around on paper)
with them)
by Betsy Mann
• toy cars (roll them around in paint, then on paper)
with help from Barb Stevenson, home child care provider, Ottawa
• pine branches
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